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STETLANYL STORE
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Sustodian

Fettcbone Zstante.

Date of Erection

Approximately, 13815,

Pregent Condition

Fair, Unoccuvied, therefore, no attemont
is being made fto preserve it, Very little
dezarture from the originel state, HNo im-
srovements, few additions,.

Fumber of Storiesg

Two znd one-=-half stories,

Materials of Construction

Frame, exterior walls, wood siding.
Stone foundations, floors of white pine
wood. Interior walls, wood and nlaster,
Original sl=te roof,
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Tyeming, Luzermne County, Pennsylvania
William Swetland, bullder and owner of the Swetland
tore, located in Tyoming, Luzerne County, Fennsylvanias, wzs

orn in Sharcn, Conznectieutl, in 178Y9. His grandfather

~

r~g Luke Zwetland, one of the first rettlers in tyoming

alley, locating on the farsm where %illiam later resided.

ake 3wetland's story of his casniure dy the Indians and
is monthe of nardshin +4th thew, 1s most absorcinege. .¢ re-
zce his weary days of captivity would be but » repetition
f ever-recurring sorrows.

Willigm Swetland wuns one of the first merchants in upper
Kingston. He came with his grandfather, Luke Swetland, &nd
nis Ifatner, Zelding Swetland, wnen they returned to Pennsyl-
vanla, in 1800, obout twenty-two yeurs after Luke Swetland
ned been cavried wway by the Indisns. In 1812, he left
his fathner's farm and beceme o clerk in the store of Ezra
Hoyt, in Xingstown., In 1815, he opened his own store on the
road leading from Kingstorn to Uyoning. BHe wze & commissioner
of Luzerne County and was elected to the Constitutional
Convention, 1838 to revige the Constitutio. for Peansylvania.
He bLecame President of the Lackawanna and Bloomsburg R.x,.
Comuany:; and also was Presiden of a bonk angd vostmaster 1n
1326, zand was otnerwise actively connected with otker cor-
poraticne besides his own larze private business.

On Suly 4, 1815, Zlias Hoyt and William Swetland anncunc-
ed that Y"they have onened a new store on ihe raln road in the
unner nart of Kingston.," This was the Swetland Store still
standiny nenr the Petiebone Fstate, and directly across the
street from the old Swetlsnd Homestead, which Lure Swetland
the grandfather, began, Belding Swetland, the father, added
to, an@ #¥illiam ¥Bwetland, the son, finisted. On February 24
1818, tris wazrtnercshin was dissolved, the business being con-
tinued bty Mr. Swetland. Under date of Fevruary &, 1822, it
was announced in the Suscuehannas Democrat ze follows: “New
store by Ziba S8mriih and Co., composed of Ziba Smith and Wil-
liam Swetland, at ¥ew Troy" {this wzs the originzl nzme of
Kingston) Nr. Swetland was runninsg his store in 1825, and in
“artrershin with Fayne Fetiebone, continved it for many years.
The store was extended z2ud enlarred from time to time.
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The store is in much the same condition now ae it was
then. in ithat there are no improvements, few sdaditions,
and litile rencvation. It is 2 woocden vwilding, with
stone foundaiions and very simple arcoitecture, two and
one-half stories high, with floors of white pine wood.

Tne interior was of wood and plester, but in most caseés
of wood. whe slate roof 1s also in its orizinsl stute,
but has been somewbat natched. %hen tne opuaildling was

erected the gstreet level waos eisht feet obove the pDres-
ent grade. ine obuilding has veen culte neglected with
suparently little thought velng given to its future his-
toriec value.

The following 1s a descrinftion of a store tyvnical of
that neriod =snd almost 1dentical with that of Williem
Swetlsandl's, It would indeed, be & curicsity shop in this
day.

At the right, as you eater the front door, your eye
rests on a shelf on whieh stronds vwooden clocks, varyling
in size from two to fthree feet in heilght, very zay vpic-
tures are en the lower helf of the glases doors, In the
winter, on the floor w:is a huge =mile of buffalo robes
and a few buffalo gkin ¢ver-coats. & few steps farther,
stood & large Garrel of votash;{(the fszmilies made soft
soap for wasning clothes and cleaning purposes) behind
the barrel came long counters, which extended on either
side, tne fuwll length of the room. and on one of these
stood two palrs of scales and.a large cheese. (One was
used for wéighing sugar, butter, cheese, raisins, crack-
ers, herring, mackeral, cad pork. The other for weighing
potash, 3Benind the counters, and under thew, were large
food bins, which contalned white sugar, brown sugar, crack
ers, coffee, and flouvr. ¢n the shelves atove, &nd be=-
nind itnhe counters, was swell hardvare nezitly arranged;
and on 2 shell directly »ver the éoor zolnp to the tack
room was the Bibvle Depository. iLdhere were large, deep
drawers under tithe shelves. Fow, we will go back, enter-
ing the front door, lcoking to the left, first comes the
office, and next t¢ that the large vault. HRight near
the office door comes rows of SﬁelVeS on wnhnichn was the
Saaday School Depository.

Then, comes shelves encleosed by glass doors, in
which first, was =11 colors of sewing silks, in skeins,
then lovely little g¢ilk shawls, silk pocket handkerchiefs,
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stockings, neckties, garters, ribbons, =znd fine sviss mus~
lins, Then ceme long row: of shelves with Lerino's of many
colors, muslindelsins, (very much worn in those days)
Flannels, Ginghams, Calices, Checks, ané Iickings, Thnen,
came gll kindes of white zocds. Under the counters, were
batts of cotion, boxes of zepkyr, large balls of twine,
boxes of shoes, clothes lines, and niles of npaper bags,
whilch were hand-mesde, as there were none %to buy lan those
days. In the rear of the store, wzs the storzge room where
Hogsnends of sugar znd molasses zad long recks of iren keg s
of nails, rakes, shovels, noes, nitchforks and other tools
were kent, These raciks were made of the handles of shovels
and pitchforks. There wzs another smaller store room at
thd right of the store, propeir, which would contain great
guanities of salt, directly beyond this, wss & pszint room,
where zll manner of paint was Kept. ln the Lack of the
larce front store wes & ralling lezd.ag to the cellar,(this
cellar wss later made into small apartments.) To the left
of the store, enterins frow the front door, and next to the
viult are three small rooms which- are probably later ad-
ditions.

On the second floor, was ancther large store room con-
teining many bins, and in the rear, another empty storage
room which »robsbly held things not oftern Iin demand, cr
nossibly large pileces of merchesndise. ihere were, as you
gee, many store rooms urobably because merchandise wes
bought only twice a year, in the Suring snd Tall.

There i¢ an interesting Augur, wprobably one of the
criginzl instruments used in the store, which wsas found
in the store, used to bore down through the barrels of
white sugar. 4t thst time, the suzar wes not granulated
as we nave it now, but was much the same as brown sugsr,
and when it became too hard, the auzur waes used to brezk
it up.

An o0ld hand truck was also found on the vremises.
This is original. Cne other interesting article found
wes an old oil lamp, with the iascrivption, "Dietz, #3,
Globe, Subulsr®., This formerly hung on & post outside of
the bdullding.

Such was thue store which william Swetland had; a
perfect example of the grchitecture of thet period and
of wuch historical interest in the Valley, which hazils
%#illiam Swetland as having been one of the finest, most
generous and best loved wmwen in this Community,
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HEistoric katerial found in "Harvey's History of vyoming

Velley®,
Portial Descrivtion of Former Annmesrance of Store. ocbtain-
ed from a2 historiczl descrintion written by: Mary C.

Gildercleesve,
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